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DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION — 
PRESCRIBED BURNING PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [9.07 am]: I take this opportunity to update 
the house on progress with the development and implementation of a risk management framework for prescribed 
burning and the lifting of the suspension of prescribed burns by the Department of Environment and 
Conservation within five kilometres of town sites and rural subdivisions in the south west of the state. 
Recommendation 2 of “Appreciating the Risk: Report of the Special Inquiry into the November 2011 Margaret 
River Bushfire” was that DEC urgently undertake a review of its risk management practices as they relate to 
prescribed burns to ensure that such practices are in accordance with the international standard for risk 
management, ISO 31000. In releasing the report of the special inquiry, the government suspended further 
prescribed burns by DEC within five kilometres of town sites and rural subdivisions in the south west bushfire 
risk zone until DEC’s prescribed burning processes had been brought into compliance with ISO 31000. DEC, 
through the Bushfire Cooperative Research Centre, engaged consultants with expertise in risk management to 
assist with the review of risk management and particularly to undertake an analysis of DEC’s prescribed burning 
processes against ISO 31000. A report on stage 1 of this review, which was provided to DEC in June 2012, 
concluded that there was a need for some adjustment to align DEC with ISO 31000. This work spanned the 
principles, framework and process of the standard and required some new tools and procedures. The report also 
considered that it was not practical or desirable to fully implement all the work before the commencement of the 
spring 2012 prescribed burning program. DEC also has developed a new stand-alone prescribed burning policy.  

Throughout the risk management review process, DEC has liaised very closely with the Office of Bushfire Risk 
Management about its direction and progress. Over the past month, DEC has provided the Office of Bushfire 
Risk Management with details and examples of its proposed changes to the planning and implementation of 
prescribed burns for spring 2012. I am happy to inform the house that the Office of Bushfire Risk Management 
has approved DEC undertaking its spring prescribed burning program from 17 September 2012 in accordance 
with the agreed procedures. On the basis of the work done to align DEC’s risk management processes with 
ISO 31000 and the importance of prescribed burning in addressing bushfire risk in Western Australia, the Office 
of Bushfire Risk Management also supported the lifting of the five-kilometre suspension on prescribed burning 
from the same date. 
A particular feature of DEC’s new systems and processes is that, as part of a burn prescription, DEC will prepare 
maps for every prescribed burn showing the potential impacts in the event of an escape. These maps will depict 
rates of spread under a severe fire danger rating. Clearly, these rates of spread will be updated in the event of an 
escape to take account of prevailing weather conditions. As well, burn prescriptions now will contain a 
contingency plan in the event of an escape, based on the potential indicated from these maps. 

Although there will be further refinements as a result of experience with the new systems and processes, I am 
satisfied that DEC’s spring burning program conforms to the principles of ISO 31000. Consequently, I have 
lifted the five-kilometre suspension on DEC’s planned burning program.  
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